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The Virgin Queen

Queen Elizabeth | was Queen of

England and Ireland from the 17th ORZO
of November 1558 until her death q
on the 24th March 1603. N % 2
Although a monarch of her time, she ’ S
is regarded as a fair ruler, but she E N DN <
could be short tempered and B @L/Q SN
occasionally indecisive. N S ()
_ Y @ Ve e 2
Elizabeth was the last monarch of o D >
the House of Tudor and is sometimes @® 0 00
referred to as the "Virgin Queen". & %QGDDOQO &
Born on the 7th of September 1533 @
she was the only surviving daughter @ @

of Henry VIII by Anne Boleyn, his
second wife, who was executed @ @ @ @

when Elizabeth was
two years old.

Anne's marriage to Henry was annulled, and Elizabeth
declared illegitimate.

Henry restored her to the line of succession when she was ten, via
the Third Succession Act 1543. After Henry's death in 1547, Elizabeth's
younger half-brother Edward VI ruled until his own death in 1553, leaving
the crown to a Protestant cousin, Lady Jane Grey, and ignoring the claims
of his two half-sisters, the Catholic Mary and the younger Elizabeth, in
spite of instructions to the contrary. Edward's will was ignored and Mary
became queen, deposing and executing poor Jane.

During Mary's reign, Elizabeth was imprisoned for nearly a year on
suspicion of supporting Protestant rebels.
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Upon her half-sister's death in 1558, Elizabeth succeeded to the throne and
set out to rule by good counsel. One of her first actions as queen was the
establishment of an English Protestant church, of which she became
the supreme Governor.

Elizabeth was cautious in foreign affairs, maneuvering between the major
powers of France and Spain but by the mid-1580s, England could no longer
avoid war with Spain.

As she grew older, Elizabeth became celebrated for her virginity. She
became a celebrity, a relatively new concept, with portraits, pageants, and
literature created about her.

Elizabeth's reign became known as the Elizabethan era. The period is
famous for the flourishing of English Drama, led by playwrights such
as William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe, the success of English
maritime explorers, such as Francis Drake and Walter Raleigh, and for the
defeat of the Spanish Armada.

Towards the end of her reign, a series of economic and military problems
weakened her popularity, however, after the short, disastrous reigns of her
siblings, her 44 years on the throne provided welcome stability for the
kingdom and helped to create a long-lasting sense of national identity.

We at HISTORY.PORTAL have a range of musical
shows, we have one on the Armada it is The
Spanish Armada - The Invasion of England

You can download it at https://www.history-
portal.com/product/the-spanish-armada-2/ where
you can hear two of the songs and read two pages
of script, then your class can immediatly start
rehearsing the show.
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